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By virtue of the authority vested in the Industrial Commission of 
Ohio under Sections 871-22, 871-25, 871-26 ancl 871-34 of the Ohio Gen 
eral Code, the following resolution was adopted on December 26, 1923, 
to-wit: 

RESOLUTION 

Be it resolved by the Industrial Commission of Ohio that the fol 
lowing general order be, and the same l1ereby is, issued as a code o{ 
specific safety requirements for conducting fire drills in factories and 
lofts. 

Effective January I, 1924, and having the force ancl effect of law 

/ THE INDUSTRIAL COMMISSION OF OHIO, 

T. J. DUFFY, 

ROSE MORIARTY, 

J. D. CLARK. 
Attest: 

H. R. WITTER, 

Secretary. 
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CODE OF SPECIFIC SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR CON 
DUCTING FIRE DRILLS IN FACTORIES AND LOFTS 

Rules for Fire Drills 

1. In factory and loft buildings in this state any portion of which is 
three or more than three stories in height, and any part of which is 
used for manufacturing purposes, a fire drill shall be conducted at least 
once in every calendar month, which shall be arranged to conduct every 
ernploye in such building within five minutes to the street, or to an open 
court having direct means of egress to the street by means of an alley 
or fire proof passageways, or to any portion of the same or a11 adjoining 
building which has independent means of egress to the street and which 
is separated vertically from the building in which the alarm is sounded, 
bv means of a standard fire wall, the only openings in which are guarded 
b~ standard fire doors or shutters. 

Exceptions to Rule 

2. Provided, that where the building is of fire-proof construction 
and where necessary means of egress therefrom have been provided and 
wher e proper precautions have been taken for preventing and extinguish 
ing fire therein, fire drills need not be held more frequently than twice in 
each calendar year, (at intervals of not less than five months) except upon 
order of the Industrial Commission. 

Fire Brigade 

3. It shall be the duty of every manufacturing establishment re 
«uired to hold fire drills to appoint one employe as fire chief and one as 
assistant fire chief, and for each floor of each building there shall be 
appointed a captain and an assistant captain. Where two or more es 
tc• blishments jointly occupy a building required to hold fire drills, the 
several establishments shall confer together and select two employes who 
shall be designated as fire chief and assistant fire chief respectively. 
The ernployes selected shall have the same duties as provided for the 
fire chief and assistant fire chief of an establishment which is the sole 
occupant of a building. Each particular establishment within such a 
building, however, shall appoint their own captain or captains and assist 
ant captain or captains whose duties shall be the same as provided for 
captains and assistant captain or captains in establishments which are sole 
occupants of a building. The fire chief, the assistant fire chief, the cap- 
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'tains and the assistant captains should be selected from those who .nor 
mally control the operatives in their work. 

) 
/ 

Fire Chief 

4. The fire chief shal1 be responsible for planning the schedule of 
evacuation of the building in case of an alarm or f-ire and, he or in his 
absence the assistant fire chief, shall have charge of the evacuatior 
wherieve r occurring. In planning the evacuation of the building o n 
buildings the fire chief shall, where possible, avail himself of exits lead 
ing to other buildings or parts of buildings, provided that such buildings 
or parts of buildings are separated from the building in which the alarm 
is sounded, by means of standard fire walls equipped with standard 
fire doors. 

5. The fire chief shall be responsible for planning the shutting 
off of electricity, power and gas in case of alarm or fire. 

6. The fire chief shall 111:1.ke or have marle daily inspections of all 
fire alarm systems, fire fighting equipment, exits. stainvays, passage 
ways, and fire escapes to see that they are unobstructed and in service 
able condition. Particular attention shall be given to keeping exterior 
fire escapes free from ice and snow. The assistant fire chief shall 
assume the duties of the fire chief in his absence and shall act as his 
aide at other times. 

Floor Captains 

7. A floor captain shall be responsible for, ancl it shall be his 
duty to see that exits, stairways, passageways, anrl fire escapes in the 
territory over which he is captain are maintained unobstructed. In 
flammable material shall not be kept near exits when possible to avoid 
it. The floor captain shall report to the fire chief all fi re hazards whic! 
he finds in the territory over which he is captain. 

A floor captain shall be responsible for the evacuation of the floor 
assigned to him, and shall immediately on the completion of the evacu 
a tion of the territory over which he is captain make a report of the 
fact to the fire chief. Immediately follmving the sounding of the alarm 
he shall order the necessary number of operatives to see that the toilets 
and rest rooms are evacuated. Those designated for this duty shall 
remain at the entrance thereof to prevent anyone entering and shall 
jorn the line as soon as it commences to move. The captains shall see 
that the rules prescribed under "Duties of Operatives" are carried out: 
The floor captain shall designate some one to lead the column, and shall 
give the order to leave the building as soon as possible, consistent with 
the prearranged schedule of evacuation. The assistant captain shall 
assume the· duties and responsibilities of the captain in his absence and 
shall act as his aide at other times. 
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Duties of Operatives in Case of an Alarm 
8. Operatives shall familiarize themselves with their duties in case 

of alarm. When the alarm is sounded, operatives shall cease work 
( machine operatives shall shut off the power from the machine or ma 
chines under their control), close doors and windows, ( excepting those 
to be used as exits), place chairs and any other aisle obstructions out 
of the way, and form a column as quickly as possible facing the exit to 
Lie used. there to await the word of command of the floor captain to 
leave the building. The column should march two abreast when pos 
sible, at a normal gait. those in the rear being careful not to crowd too 
closely to those in front. Silence shall be maintained by all excepting 
those giving the orders for evacuation. 

Fire Alarm 

(). A fire alarm shall he installed and maintained wherever fire 
drills are required to be held which shall be audible in all parts o[ the 
building, and which shall sound simultaneously in all parts of the build 
ing. Said fire alarm shall be installed by the owner of the building. 

Posting of Notices 

ro. The fire chief shall prepare and have conspicuously posted on 
each floor of each building a notice of the schedule of evacuation and 
the duties of operatives in case of an alarm. 

Records 

r r. The fire chief shall keep a record of all fire drills and of the time 
elapsing between the sounding of the alarm, until the drill is completed. 
which will be as soon as each captain has reported the evacuation of 
the territory over 'which he is captain. The fire chief shall keep a 
record of the daily inspections which shall show that all fire alarm 
systems, fire fighting equipment, exits, stairways, passageways and fire 
escapes are in serviceable condition, or if not, the recommendations 
made by him and to whom made. These reports shall be retained and 
shall be available for inspection by the Industrial Commission and the 
State Fire Marshal's Department. 

Reservation 
12. The commission reserves to itself- the right to modify the rules 

relating to frequency of fire drills and all other rules herein contained. 

Penalty for Violation - H. B. No. 235 

13. Any person, firm or corporation, who fails to comply with this 
act, or who fails to put same into effect on or after the passage of this 
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act, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not less. than fifty dollars for. the first offense, and not 
Jess than one hundred dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars for 
subsequent offenses. 

DEFINITIONS 

Standard Fireproof Construction 
r. (Fireproof Constrnction). This classification includes such 

buildings as are built entirely of incombustible fire and water proo! 
material, with all metal structural parts thoroughly fireproofed. 

2. \tVhen the height of the building measuring from the average 
grade line to the ceiling of the topmost story exceeds seventy-five (75) 
ieet, the floors, doors, windows and the usual trim of the rooms shall 
be of incombustible materials. 

3. When the height of the building measuring from the average 
grade line to the ceiling of the topmost story is seventy-five (75) feet 
or less, the floors, doors, windows, and the usual trim of the rooms may 
be of the ordinary wood construction with no open air spaces behind the - 
wood. 

Standard Fire Walls 
4. \tVhere standard lire walls are required the same shall .start at 

the foundation ( except for inner and recess courts beginning at a higher 
level); and when used in connection with buildings of fireproof construc 
tion shall be continued up to the highest fireproof slab, and when used 
in connection with buildings of mill, composite or frame construction, 
the same shall extend three (3) feet above the highest adjoining roof 
line and be capped with stone, tile or other indestructible material. 

5. These walls shall be not less than the following, viz.: brick, not 
less than tweleve ( 12) inches thick, monolithic concrete not less than 
eight (8) inches thick, or a brick wall four (4) inches thick, combined 
with a monolithic concrete wall six (6) inches thick. 

6. Walls above the roof line shall be of the same thickness as walls 
in the topmost story. When necessary the above dimensions shall be 
increased as called for under subsequent parts of the code. 

Standard Fire Doors and Shutters 
7. Standard fi ie doors and shutters are such as bear the approval 

stamp of the National Board of Fire Underwriters. 

Necessary Means of Egress 
8. Section 1028-1. The owners of buildings wherein shops or 

factories are operated shall make suitable provisions for the safe and 
speedy egress therefrom in case of fire or other disaster of persons em 
ployed in such shop or factory or residing therein or who may be in 
vited any time therein to as follows: 
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I. They shall provide on each floor or basement of each sec 
tion of such building separated from other sections or parts thereof 
by fire walls, or not so separated, arid in which a shop or factory' is 
operated, excepting only rooms on such floors or basements used only 
tor storage purposes, two separate and distinct means of egress placed 
at opposite ends of the section of building and located as far apart as 
possible. Such means of egress shall be either an enclosed fireproof 
stairway _running continuously from earch floor on which such shop or 
factory is operated to the grade line ancl opening directly to the outside 
of the building; or a standard fire escape leading from such floors to the 
grade line or a convenient and safe distance above grade line; or a 
self-closing door leading directly to the next adjoining section of the 
same building containing a stairway, or a door opening directly upon a 
street, alley or open court. 

2. They shall provide substantial handrails on each side of all 
stairways. 

3. They shall provide on each floor on which a shop or factory 
jc operated doors or other means of egress therefrom to such fire 
e,,capes or inside stairways, which said doors or other means of egress 
must swing outward and toward the natural means of egress, and, if 
capable of being locked or latched, the same must be operated from the 
inside. 

4. They shall provide signs over all doors at exits and over 
all openings or passageways leading to exits which shall be clearly 
marked with the word "EXIT" in plain block letters not less than six 
inches high; such signs shall be so placed that they may be seen from 
any part of the room, if possible. 

5. They shall so arrange and hang doors and windows or other 
means of egress to fire escapes or fireproof stairways that when 
open they shall not obstruct or close off any of the passageways or in 
any way interfere with the use of fire escapes or other means· of egress. 

Proper Precaution for the Prevention and Extinguishment of Fires 
9. It will be held that proper precautions have been. taken for 

the prevention and extingushment of fire if a fire alarm system and a 
fire brigade are maintained. In addition thereto, the building shall be 
provided with 'standard sprinkler system in lieu of which other adequate 
provision shall be made for fighting fire, consisting of either stand pipe 
and hose, water casks and buckets, chemical fire extinguishers, and 
blankets or other fire fighting equipment. 


