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Introduction:
There are many statistics on slips, trips, and falls in the workplace. Did you know that a major leading 
cause of accidents reported to the Ohio BWC are related to slips, trips, and falls?  There are many types of 
exposures in the school environment that can lead to these accidents.  You can reduce many slips, trips, and 
falls by finding and correcting the hazards before they become an injury. Employees working in schools 
are exposed to slip trip and fall hazards every day. These hazards exist in the working environment and the 
environment is constantly changing. 

Definitions:
Lower level means a surface or area to which an employee could fall. Surfaces or areas such as, ground 
levels, floors, roofs, ramps, runways, excavations, pits, tanks, materials, water, equipment, and similar sur-
faces and structures, or portions thereof.
 
Walking-working surface means any horizontal or vertical surface on or through which an employee walks, 
works, or gains access to a work area or workplace location.

Reducing Slip, Trip, and 
Fall Hazards in SchoolsSafety Talk

Before you begin
 
Review your school’s injury records for the past 3 years looking for slip, trip, and fall accidents.  Survey the 
workspaces at your facility to find areas that have the potential for slip, trip, and fall hazards. Take photos of 
potential slip, trip and fall hazards and bring to the meeting.
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Discussion:
There are different types of safety hazards that cause falls. Weather can cause wet slippery surfaces or 
cracked and uneven ground. Fluids get spilled and not cleaned up. Trip hazards including school supplies 
and bookbags cause falls. When working around children on the go it can also be challenging to stay on 
your feet!
 
Can you name areas in and around the facility that could cause a slip trip fall injury?  Can you name a situa-
tion caused by employees that could set up a trip, slip, and fall? How can we make the environment free of 
hazards that cause slip trips and falls?  The best answers include housekeeping, reporting issues right away, 
and a good preventative maintenance program.
 
The Ohio BWC Public Employer’s Risk Reduction Program (PERRP) has adopted the OSHA regulations. 
OSHA requires employers to inspect, regularly and as necessary, and maintain all walking-working surfaces 
in a safe condition to minimize slips, trips, and falls.  But falls from the same level, e.g., on floors, are not the 
only types of falls that may occur in a school.  Working at heights such as on ladders, step stools, lifts, and 
loading docks create hazards that may lead to falls. 
 
In conducting our inspections, we should focus on work areas most likely to create slip, trips, and falls. 
These include hallways, doorways, kitchens/cafeterias, gymnasium/locker rooms, stairways, classrooms, 
and parking lots and when exiting vehicles.
 
Hallways and Doorways
Accidents in hallways can occur from wet floors especially at entryways or when floors change from carpet 
to hard surfaces. Accidents can also occur from encountering students between classes. Sweep or vacuum 
floors daily. Clean up spills promptly and display “Caution: Wet Floor” signs. Keep hallways free of debris 
and clutter, and collect and remove trash daily. Repair or replace worn, torn, or loose floor coverings imme-
diately. Employees should keep their heads up, survey the area, and avoid distractions.
 
Kitchens/Cafeterias
Kitchens and cafeterias can have many hazards that can cause one to slip, trip and fall.  What are some 
common obstacles? Answers may include liquids on the floor, boxes, and other items left on the floor, or 
using a chair to retrieve items from a shelf. Solutions to these issues include having supplies to wipe up 
spills readily available, putting items away and off the floor, and using a properly designed step stool, rated 
for employee use. Establish communication protocols to alert custodial staff for larger spill cleanup so they 
can arrive quickly on the scene.  Use signs and barricades for larger spills to keep staff and students away.
 
Gymnasiums/Locker Rooms
Employees interacting with kids in gym class can lead to falls and are challenging to prevent.  Choose to 
“Play with Purpose” (see Resources) with students. Wearing proper footwear is also important. Taking pre-
ventive steps such as providing adequate space and selecting and inspecting equipment appropriate for 
each activity can reduce injuries. Be careful in locker rooms which can have wet floors creating slips or items 
left on the floor creating trips and falls. Providing storage and using non slip floors in these locations can 
reduce the chance of falling.
 
Stairways
Stairways like our hallways have inherent fall hazards.  Some of the common hazards are things like paper, 
books, mud, ice, etc. on the stairs.  Whatever the students, staff and teachers are carrying can become a slip 
trip or fall hazard.  Keep stairways clean and free or debris.  Stairway coverings should be in good condi-
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tion.  Visual inspections after high frequency traffic and routine housekeeping of stairs reduce the potential 
for falls.  
 
Parking lots and exiting vehicles
Parking lots and exiting vehicles are another source of frequent slip, trip, and fall injuries.  Parking lots 
should be well lit to ensure that students, staff, and teachers can see where they are walking. The lots should 
be free of potholes, damaged concrete, or curbs. Maintain parking lots and use deicing materials.  
 
Classrooms
Assessing classrooms for safety hazards protects teachers and students. Look for and eliminate tripping 
hazards such as extension cords across aisleways, debris or items on the floor, backpacks, lunches, hood-
ies, classroom supplies, desks, and chairs. Identify wet spots on floors from spilled materials, snow, rain 
and isolate area or clean up immediately. Store all school materials on shelves. Instruct students to stow 
bookbags, purses and coats in designated areas of the classroom or under desks. Store a step stool for easy 
access higher storage areas, posters or artwork. 

 
Conclusion:
Knowing how to identifying the slip, trip and fall hazards at your facility can be a major factor in reducing 
injuries. Correcting these hazards will make your facility a safer workplace.
 
Group activity:
 • Review photos with employees and identify potential hazards.  

 • Develop a list of immediate corrective actions based on review of photos.  

 • Utilize the sample slip, trip, and fall check sheet tool to design site specific audits.

 
Resources:
“Play with Purpose” Safety Talk
 
Ladder Safety: Falling Off Ladders Can Kill: Use Them Safely in English and Spanish
 
Injury Facts About Falls

https://app.sfmic.com/col/resourceCatalog/doc/5MS-PLAY with purpose.pdf
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/OSHA3625.pdf
https://injuryfacts.nsc.org/work/safety-topics/falls-same-level/


 
Slip Trip and Fall Safety Inspection (sample)

√ = ok    X = not okay  

Items and Conditions OK Corrective Action 
Required 

Due 
Date 

A. Hallways and Doorways    
1. Hallway f loors are dry  
2. Signs are used for larger spills until they can be cleaned up  
3. Doorways have rugs that are in good repair and dry  
4. Floors are cleaned on a regular basis  
5. Floors are kept free of debris and obstacles  
  
B. Kitchens/Cafeterias     
1. Supplies are readily available to clean up spills  
2. Tripping hazards removed, items on floor put away  
3. Safe access to top shelves, safe step stool in use  
4. Larger spills reported promptly to custodial staff  
5. Signs available for larger spills to keep staff and students away  
  
C. Gymnasium/Locker rooms    
1. “Play with Purpose” is taught to teachers who interact with 

students 
 

2. Proper footwear and clothing is worn  
3. Equipment is inspected prior to use  
4. Locker room floors are cleaned regularly  
5. Storage is made available to put items away, nothing left on floors  
6. Non-slip floors used in wet area such as showers and are in good 

condition 
 

  
D. Stairways    
1. Floor covering/stair treads are attached securely  
2. Handrails available – good condition  
3. Stairwells, aisles, hall, and common areas well lit  
4. Stairs are f ree of debris  
5. Stairway f loor coverings are in good condition   
  
E. Classrooms    
1. Safe access to top shelves, step stool in use  
2. File cabinet drawers latched when closed  
3. File drawers not left open when not in use  
4. No trip hazards exist (bookbags, lunches, clothing, supplies, 

chairs) 
 

5. No wet spots on floor (f rom spills, snow, rain)  
6. Supplies are contained and stored off the floor  
    
F. Parking lots and Exiting Vehicles  
1. Ramps have non-slip surface in good condition  
2. Parking lots are well lit  
3. Lots are f ree of potholes  
4. There is no damage to concrete or curbs  
5. De-icing materials are readily available and applied as needed  
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